
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

2nd Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

SUNDAY READINGS: Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  

and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.   John went throughout 

the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  as 

it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:   A voice of one crying out in the desert:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  Every valley shall be filled and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low.  The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Describe a time when other family members and friends were like John the Baptist to you and 

called you to repentance.  What did they say/do?  Were you initially receptive to their message?  

How did they respond when they noticed that you were listening to the message they were 

sharing with you?  Likewise, describe a time when you might have been the one being like John 

the Baptist to someone else. 

2. Describe a time when you had something to share with someone, but that they weren’t paying 

attention or they weren’t ready to hear you.  What are examples of both good times and bad 

times to get your message across?  What are some things you can to do to make sure a person is 

receptive before you give them the message?  In order to help our loved ones prepare the way 

of the Lord and to make straight His paths, we often have to do things to help get them in a 

good place where they are more likely to listen to the message.  What are some application 

within your family life, especially during this season of Advent as you prepare for the coming of 

Christ at Christmas? 

3. Describe a time a family member or loved one helped you to overcome some sin in your life.  

What did they say or do?  How did it help you?  Was their advice more practical or motivational?  

Likewise, describe a time that someone helped you acquire some virtue.  How was the help 

provided for that similar and different from the way you were helped in avoiding sin? 

4. The Gospel talks about the valleys being filled (building virtue-filling in gaps) and making 

mountains and hills low (removing sin-cutting things out of our lives).  Do you find one or the 

other more difficult?  Are there times as family members that you feel that we undo each 

other’s progress – that we shovel more dirt onto the hills and mountains and shovel away the 

dirt that others add to the valleys?  What are some of the things that other family members do 

that make it more difficult to stop sinning and grow in virtue; have you told them?  What are the 

things we can do to respond better to each other…not to undermine each other’s progress?  

What things do you need to share with your other family members about the ways they can 

best help you to root sin out of your life and how to help you grow in virtue? 


