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Dear Parishioner,          March 24, 2021 

 Light at the end of the tunnel –As we start to approach the end of COVID, here’s a little 

note from your pastor.  I know you are all in different places because of COVID and all that has 

gone on in this past year.  Some of you are sick & tired of all that has been done for a variety of 

reasons, some of which are good and valid points that need to be respected.  Others of you are 

bothered immensely that people are still not even now taking any form of precautions, and some 

of those reasons are also good and valid points.  Regardless of where you fall on that spectrum, 

know that I do care about you, how you are doing and how COVID has affected you and your 

family. 

  We’ve lived a different life this past year, but I look forward to what we will do 

together in the coming years.  I can’t set a date for when the restrictions will be lifted – but I am 

watching things and trying to take things step by step.  As more people have started showing up 

for Masses, we’ve tried to split the middle by allowing for a space for those of you who are more 

comfortable to sit in sections that utilize every pew which frees up more space for those of you 

who need more space to sit in sections that every other pew is used.  We are currently requiring 

all people to wear masks, but we will watch guidance from the CDC, the local health 

department, and the Diocese on that.  I’m thankful for all of you who have respected each other 

in this and for those who have willingly sat in the every pew sections to make room for those 

needing more space. 

 As Easter approaches, we prepare for more people to be at Mass.  These past weekends, 

more people were back than we had seen in quite a long time.  So we’ll have a couple extra 

Masses and planned overflow with livestreaming in those areas.   Some might ask “why should I 

come if I’m just going to end up watching a livestream in a different room at the parish?  How is 

that different from watching at home?”  The biggest difference is that you can receive the 

Eucharist when you are physically present and the graces involved in receiving the Eucharist.  

Also, it’s Easter and there just is something different about being together with others to 

celebrate the highest feast in the Church year. 

 You are wanting to get back to normal.  Who doesn’t?  So, I would like to know what we 

can do to help you get back to normal.  For that reason, I’m asking you to fill out a short three 

question survey.  Here is a short link you can use to fill it out online (case sensitive): 

https://bit.ly/3w3R5C7 or you can stop by the parish office and we’ll have it printed on a single 

sheet of paper that you can fill out.  (FYI, there will be a longer survey coming out soon looking at 

the bigger picture of where we are going as a pastorate.) Either way, we do want to hear from 
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you about how COVID has affected you and your family and what we can do to help you and 

those around you be more comfortable attending Mass in a post COVID world. If you can’t come 

to the office, you could even call the office and we would mail you a copy. 

 For those of you who have already started returning to Mass, thank you for your courage 

and willingness to work with us as we try our best to provide a safe place to receive the 

Sacraments.  For those not yet back, know that I understand and am glad that we have been able 

to provide livestreaming from both of the parishes. We look forward to the day we will see you 

back in a pew and I’m sure you look forward to that day as well. 

 We will move forward to a better tomorrow for our parish, our pastorate, and our 

community as a whole.  We will look for new ways to be a visible and important part of Howard 

County.  We will be doing the things we did best before and new things as our community needs.  

And I’m thankful for your help in making those things happen.  Expect another letter like this in 

the future as we get a clearer idea where things are headed when.  I can’t paint the whole 

picture now, but the day is coming soon when I can, at least that’s my hope. 

Until then, I ask that you keep me in your prayers.  Know that I’m praying for you.  And we 

will journey together to draw all souls in our county closer to Christ and to His Church.  God 

bless. 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Shocklee 

 

P.S. Our Easter Mass schedule for the Pastorate is: 

St. Joan of Arc      St. Patrick 

Saturday Vigil @ 9 :15 p.m.     Saturday Vigil @ 9 :15 p.m.  

Sunday Morning      Sunday Morning 

      7:30 a.m.        6:30 a.m.  

      9:00 a.m.        8:00 a.m.  

     11:30 a.m.        11:00 a.m.  

         Spanish 4:00 p.m. 
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