
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Solemnity of Epiphany (Years ABC) 

SUNDAY READINGS: Isaiah 60: 1-6; Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2: 1-12 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in 

Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star* at its rising and have come to do him 

homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  Assembling all the 

chief priests and the scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They said to 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet:  ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance.  He sent them 

to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I 

too may go and do him homage.”  After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they 

had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.  They were 

overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated 

themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by 

another way. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Herod told the magi to “go and search diligently for the child,” but he wasn’t willing to endure 

anything himself.  Instead, he stayed in the comfort of his palace.  Think of a time that you let a 

family member do all the work for something, but then at the last minute, you came in to enjoy 

the fruits of their work.  How did that make you feel?  How did it make the person doing all the 

work feel? 

2. Herod lied to the magi saying that he wanted to go and do Jesus homage, when his real reason 

was to harm him.  Like Herod, we sometimes do things that look holy from the outside, but that 

really are a mask for what our true intentions are.  Think of a time that you did the right thing 

but for the wrong reasons.  How was that different than if you had done that same thing, but for 

the right reasons? 

3. The magi were “overjoyed at seeing the star” because for a long part of their journey, it had 

disappeared – they would have started to doubt if they were still on the right path.  Likewise, for 

us, there are times in life when we aren’t sure, but yet we need to continue on.  Describe a time 

in your life when you faced that.  How did you respond when you finally got confirmation that 

you were on the right path? 

4. When they humbled themselves before Jesus, the newborn king, the magi “opened their 

treasures” to offer to Him.  What are your treasures (not just financial) that you have to offer to 

Christ?  To your family? 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2#48002002-1

