
Sunday, February 6, 2022 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

SUNDAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL: 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of 

Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their 

nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from 

the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”  Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked 

hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 

 

When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled to their 

partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in 

danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I 

am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and 

likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 

afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything 

and followed him. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Shortly before this Gospel passage, Jesus went to Simon’s home and healed Simon’s mother-in-law; Jesus’ taking 

the initiative laid the foundation for Simon to respond to Jesus’ invitation in this Gospel.  Describe some of the 

ways that Jesus has taken the initiative in your life before you really knew much about Him or His Church.  When 

you look back in hindsight, how did Jesus’ actions prepare the way for you to accept His invitation for you to follow 

Him more closely?  How have other family members helped you to discover these previous efforts of Jesus in your 

life? 

2. Andrew also played an important role in helping Simon to respond to Jesus’ invitation; not only did he tell Simon 

about Jesus and bring him to Him (see John 1:41), but as Simon’s fishing partner, he also helped him by silently 

doing things in the background of this Gospel (helping him cast the nets again and helping bring the fish in).  How 

have other family members played a similar behind-the-scenes role in helping you respond to Jesus?  What sorts 

of things did they do?  What did it mean to you that they did these things in the background without drawing any 

attention to themselves and without seeking any credit?  Likewise, what things have you silently done for others?  

What motivated you to act in this discrete way? 

3. In this Gospel, James and John also helped dispose Simon to respond to Jesus’ invitation.  They arrived late on the 

scene (only assisting after Simon and Andrew had already caught the fish), but without their natural cooperation, 

Simon wouldn’t have seen the large catch of fish that led to him following Christ.  How have other family members 

helped you to follow Christ without even intentionally trying to do so?  How has God used your efforts (even if 

unintentional) to help lead others to Jesus?  What does it mean to you that God chooses to include you in His 

efforts to draw others to Himself? 

4. Despite Jesus’ invitation being directed only to Simon, when they arrived on shore, all three of Simon’s partners 

accompanied Simon.  They, too, left everything to support Simon and follow Christ.  How does having the support 

of others make it easier to say “Yes” to Jesus’ invitation and to continue to be faithful even when it gets difficult?  

What are some ways other family members have supported you in your faith journey?  How do you think things 

would have been different without their support? 


