
Sunday, March 20, 2022 

3rd Sunday of Lent (Year C) 

SUNDAY’S READINGS: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 

(Year A optional) Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2. 5-8; John 4:5-42 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL: 

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their 

sacrifices.  Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 

way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?  By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not 

repent, you will all perish as they did!  Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower 

at Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in 

Jerusalem? 

By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” 

And he told them this parable:  “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his 

orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, ‘For 

three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none.  So cut it down.  

Why should it exhaust the soil?’  He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall 

cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.  If not you can cut it 

down.’” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. We’re a little less than half-way through Lent; so now’s a good time to assess how you’re doing.  What did 

you originally commit to when Lent started?  How faithful have you been to those commitments?  What 

struggles have you faced in following through with those commitments?  What are some areas that you 

think you can do better?  What do you want to do differently during the rest of Lent?  Even if things have 

gone well so far, what are some ways that you can enter even more deeply into this Lenten season?  

2. Assessing our progress during Lent is also beneficial for assessing overall, our degree of repentance.  As we 

hear in the first part of the Gospel, there is a real urgency to this.  To what degree have you been able to 

use this Lenten season to turn away from some of the sins that you struggle with?  Have you been caught 

up in other things (sports, school, work, or just life in general) that have caused you to delay the task of 

repentance?  Have you taken advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation since Ash Wednesday, or have 

you been putting this off?  How can we help one another as a family to be aware of the urgency connected 

to all of this? 

3. In this Gospel, we hear of the patience of the gardener when the fig tree wasn’t bearing fruit.  Describe a 

time someone was patient with you when you were slow to do what you were supposed to do?  Just as the 

gardener cultivated the ground and fertilized, what did that other person do with you to help you to finally 

do that thing you hadn’t been doing?  How did that person’s patience impact your willingness to finally do 

it? 

4. If the fig tree hadn’t produced fruit in that final year when it was given one more chance, it would have 

been cut down.  Describe a time when you were given multiple chances to do something but failed to do 

so.  What were the consequences for that failure?  After the fact, did you take responsibility for not 

responding to the multiple chances that you had been given?  As you look back in hindsight, why do you 

think you didn’t take advantage of the multiples chances that you were given?  How do you think you might 

respond differently now if you were in that same situation? 


